
 

Graduate Student Opportunities 

The Agricultural and Ecological Entomology Group led by Dr. Boyd Mori in the Department of Agricultural, Food 

and Nutritional Science at the University of Alberta invites applications for highly motivated graduate students 

(MSc and PhD). Several projects are available that combine basic and applied research, incorporating behavioural, 

chemical and molecular ecology approaches to enhance integrated pest management strategies for insect pests 

in field crops.  

Potential Projects include: 

1. Development of a pheromone-monitoring tool for the canola flower midge, Contarinia brassicola (MSc) 

2. Exploring insect predator-prey interactions across cropping systems in the aspen parkland region of 

Alberta (MSc)  

3. Identification of key predators and their role in pest suppression in canola cropping systems (using 

molecular gut content analyses) (PhD) 

4. Reconstructing invasion routes and refining pheromone monitoring for the wheat midge (PhD) 

There is flexibility in the projects and we are open to ideas and encourage potential applicants to contact Dr. Mori 

to discuss their interests and suitability. More information can be found at: https://gradpositions.ales.ualberta.ca/ 

Prospective students will have: 

• A strong background in entomology, agriculture, ecology, biology or related discipline (minimum BSc or 

equivalent) 

• Experience with field research, and chemical ecology and/or molecular biology 

• A Class 5 Driver’s License or the ability to obtain one will be an asset  

Stipend: $21,000/year (MSc); $23,000/year (PhD) (health coverage is included in GSA fees) 

Start Date: May or September 2020, depending on project 

Closing Date: Position open until filled 

Applications will include: 

• A cover letter outlining student interests, relevant experience and career goals 

• A current CV and copy of transcripts (unofficial) 

• Name and contact information for three (3) references 

Applications should be emailed to Dr. Boyd Mori, bmori@ualberta.ca  

All students must meet admission requirements to the Department of Agricultural, Food and Nutritional Science 

at the University of Alberta (https://www.ualberta.ca/agriculture-life-environment-sciences/programs/graduate-

programs/prospective-students/agricultural-food-and-nutritional-science/afns-admission-process) 

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, only those individuals selected for an interview will be 

contacted.  

The University of Alberta is committed to an equitable, diverse, and inclusive workforce. We welcome 

applications from all qualified persons.  

https://gradpositions.ales.ualberta.ca/
mailto:bmori@ualberta.ca
https://www.ualberta.ca/agriculture-life-environment-sciences/programs/graduate-programs/prospective-students/agricultural-food-and-nutritional-science/afns-admission-process
https://www.ualberta.ca/agriculture-life-environment-sciences/programs/graduate-programs/prospective-students/agricultural-food-and-nutritional-science/afns-admission-process

